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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R10 – LLANBADARN FAWR

Community No. R13 – LLANDDEWI YSTRADENNY

Community No. R16 – LLANFIHANGEL RHYDITHON

Introduction

1.  These three small communities are located in central  Radnorshire, just to the 
north of the town of Llandrindod Wells, in a landscape that is largely defined by the 
meandering river Ithon and its tributary, the river Aran.  There are a number of 
regionally important highway intersections – of the A44, A483 and A488 – in this 
area, and the communities are crossed also by the Heart of Wales railway line.

2.  The present small community of Llanbadarn Fawr has a common boundary with 
the town of Llandrindod Wells and is centred on the village of Crossgates, where the 
main east-west road, the A44, and the main north – south road, the A483, converge.  
Centrally located in its community, the key settlement of Crossgates and Fron 
benefits from a good level of community services and facilities, which include a 
community centre, primary school, public house and petrol/service station.

3.  The present community of Llanddewi Ystradenny is situated to the north of 
Llanbadarn Fawr in the valley of the river Ithon and in an area of gentle hills and 
scattered farmland.  The community is centred on the small village, as designated in 
the Powys Unitary Development Plan, of Llanddewi, just off the A483.  This small 
village has only limited facilities of a village hall and church, and it looks to 
Crossgates for many of its services.  Near to the community’s north-east boundary is 
the rural settlement of Cwm y Geist. 

4.  The present community of Llanfihangel Rhydithon is situated on the north-
western slopes of the Radnor forest and follows the valley contours of the river Aran.  
The main settlement is concentrated at the small villages of Dolau and Tanhouse, 
just off the A488, an important local link to Knighton.  The Powys Unitary 
Development Plan classifies both as small villages, with a number of community 
services and facilities, which comprise a chapel and railway halt in Dolau and a 
chapel, primary school and petrol station at Tanhouse.  In the very north of this 
community is the rural settlement of Cwm y Geist.

5.  The community of Llanbadarn Fawr has a population of 654, an electorate of 561 
(2005) and a council of 8 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £1,650.00 
representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £5.28.

6.  The community of Llanddewi Ystradenny has a population of 301, an electorate 
of 245 (2005) and a council of 7 members.  The precept  required for 2005 is 
£650.00 representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £5.10.
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7.  The community of Llanfihangel Rhydithon has a population of 243, an electorate 
of 202 (2005) and a council of 7 members.  The precept  required for 2005 is 
£757.61 representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £7.00.

8.  In the 1982 Review, the Local Boundary Commission for Wales initially proposed 
to merge the then communities of Llanfihangel Rhydithon, Llanbadarn Fawr and 
Llandegley into a single but warded community.  However, all consultees, including 
each of the community councils involved, argued for their own viability and their wish 
to remain as separate communities.  The Commission’s intention had been to 
sustain the weaker communities by joining them to the stronger ones.  Ultimately, 
however, while the Commission considered that very small communities might not 
be viable, they conceded to the strong arguments against the loss of identity of 
distinct communities.  Taking these representations into account, the Commission’s 
final proposals were for: a community of Llanfihangel Rhydithon with seven 
members; a community of Llanbadarn Fawr with eight members; and a community 
of Llanddewi Ystradenny with seven members.  The Commission considered that 
boundary adjustments were appropriate.  The western part of the then community of 
Llanddewi Ystradenny at Henfryn, Bryn Camlo, Esgairwy and Cwmfaerdy was 
transferred to the new community of Abbey Cwmhir.   In its resolve to define new 
boundaries for the town of Llandrindod Wells that would allow that town’s 
development to take place within clear community boundaries, the southern 
boundary of Llanbadarn Fawr was redrawn, and an area at the northern edge of the 
town at Castell Collen was transferred to the proposed community of Llandrindod 
Wells while a rural area to the north of Upper Trelowgoed was transferred to 
Llanbadarn Fawr. 

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

9.  A submission form has been received from Llanbadarn Fawr Community Council, 
proposing no change.  No representations have been received from Llandewwi 
Ystradenny and Llanfihangel Ryhdithon. 

Assessment

10.  The electorate of Llanbadarn Fawr has increased from 379 in 1978 to 561 in 
2005.  The Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates three sites for an estimated 
26 dwellings in the key settlement of Crossgates and Fron within the plan period.  
There may be further opportunities for infill development and opportunities for 
affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement development 
boundaries.  There are also opportunities for a limited number of dwellings in  the 
open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  Much of the allocated development has yet 
to be completed, and with Crossgates and Fron ideally located for further controlled 
expansion, we note that this community’s electorate is, therefore, likely to reach 600 
in the near future, suggesting an entitlement in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to 
Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to nine councillors.

11.  The electorate of Llanddewi Ystradenny has increased from 206 in 1978 to 245 
in 2005.  Further development in the Unitary Development Plan will be limited to an 
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estimated five dwellings on one allocated site, with possible opportunities for 
affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement development boundaries 
in accordance with Policy HP8.  There are also opportunities for affordable housing 
development in the rural settlement of Cwm y Geist in very north of this community 
in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the 
open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  This community’s electorate will remain 
stable at about 250 electors, suggesting a continued entitlement in  accordance with 
Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to seven 
councillors.  

12.  The electorate of Llanfihangel Rhydithon has increased from 165 in 1978 to 202 
in 2005.  The Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates two sites for a total of 10 
dwellings in the small village of Tanhouse.  With further opportunities recognized for 
infill development and opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to 
the settlement development boundaries at both Dolau and Tanhouse in accordance 
with Policy HP8 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in  the open 
countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan, we note that this community’s electorate 
may rise to about 230, suggesting a continued entitlement in accordance with Table 
7 – Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to seven councillors.

Draft Proposals

13.  Llanbadarn Fawr

That there should be a community of Llanbadarn Fawr comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 9 members.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

561 9 62

14.  Llanddewi Ystradenny

That no changes should be made to this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor
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245 7 35

15.  Llanfihangel Rhydithon

That no changes should be made to this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

202 7 29

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

16.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

17.  Llanbadarn Fawr

That there should be a community of Llanbadarn Fawr comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 9 members.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

561 9 62

18.  Llanddewi Ystradenny

That no changes should be made to this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

245 7 35

19.  Llanfihangel Rhydithon

That no changes should be made to this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

202 7 29
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